
LISA SANCHEZ’ Racist remarks – Unbecoming of a PUBLIC OFFICIAL

“To the parents (if they exist) of the white man, Michael D. Wallace,

I want to congratulate you on successfully having your son arrested, safely taken into custody by 
the Boise Police Department, and having him successfully bonded out of jail and home safe (not 
so sure about sound). You and your son won the race lottery!

Many Black and Brown families do not enjoy the same experience. First, there is no way that a 
group of Black or Brown young people would be allowed to do what we all saw white youth 
doing in downtown Boise during and after the peaceful, MOURNFUL vigil. Groups of Black 
and Brown youth are given a name whether it is true or not--gangs. They are called gangs.

Your white child and the gun wielding white youth are described as simply exercising their 1st 
and 2nd Amendment rights. Again, their whiteness allows this to go unchallenged, while Black 
and Brown people are subjected to harsh consequences and even killed for much less. Brown and 
Black parents would NEVER allow their children to do what your son did and those other white 
youth did. We have too much reverence for the dead and the mourning to allow foolishness. In 
my Black, Mexican American Texas mother's house, her rules for human decency superseded the 
rights of the land. She would have sat on me to keep me in the house before she allowed one of 
her children to visit hate and fear upon other people.

Michael didn't accidentally bring a loaded gun that was easily discharged in a public place. He 
did that on purpose and he did it knowing that he could. He tested the boundaries of his white 
supremacy and privilege, and now he knows what his community will allow him to do--live 
through the night when he was the one who could have killed innocent people.

Love,

Lisa Sánchez

Brown woman who chose not to have children for fear of their abuse and murder by white 
people” (Lisa Sánchez, 2020, June 4th).

 


